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HELLO, TIM JO DUFFY, ASSOCIATE EDITOR OF JIM STARLIN'S 
DREADSTAR. MARVEL'S EPIC COMICS HONCHO, ARCHIE 
GOOPWIN, WON'T BE BOING HIS USUAL EDITORIAL. YOU KNOW, 
WHERE HE PLUGS OTHER EPIC PRODUCTS --SUCH AS ALIEN 
LEGION, COYOTE, AND OUR TERRIFIC NEW LIMITED SERIES, 
THE ONE -- BY DONNING A CHEAP COSTUME OF THE BOOK'S 
CHARACTERS, OR SOME SUCH, WHICH WINDS UP MAKING HIM 
LOOK RIDICULOUS... 7 WELL, THIS ISSUE, DETERMINED NOT 
TO APPEAR FOOLISH, ARCHIE INVESTED A GREAT DEAL OF 
MONEY IN.A VERY CREDIBLE POCTOR MEZLO OUTFIT. UN- 
FORTUNATELY, THAT LEFT HIM WITH NOTHING IN THE BUD- 
GET FOR DRIVING LESSONS IN THE EQUALLY CREDIGLE 
DOCTOR MEZLO CHAIR AND -- DUCK, EVERYBODY! 


HERE HE COMES AGAIN! 
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EVEN HEMENTE WHIGH WANE LEAD UP TO THIS POINT, 


FOR SOME TIME NOW 
WE, THE HOLY CHURCH 
OF THE (NSTRUMEN- 
Hie HAVE HAD i 
ANS TO TRACK AN 


CREW a neler 

WHERE IN THE 

SALARY NHEYIRE 
HIDING. 


FOR DETAILS 
ON HOW THIS FEAT 
IS ACCOMPLISHED 
SEE FILE TAPE 

#628. 
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TO ME FOR A PLAN ON HOW TO 6 
CHEME RESTS ON THE FACT THIS MEANS THE ONLY 
DESTROY THE REGELS. THAT DREADSTAR KNOWS POSSIBLE WAY FOR US TO BE 
THAT WE HAVE THE ABILITY | 1 TRACKING HIM IS THROUGH 
TO TRACK HIS GROUP AND THE USE OF VTELLIGENCE 
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NO, TODAY'S VICTORY BELONGS TO, NOW I HAD BEST CHECK BACK ON 
MEZLO, HOW THE BATTLE BELOW IS GOING, 

1 THOUGH THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT 
ABOUT ITS INEVITABLE OUTCOME. 
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READ YOU LouD AND 
CLEAR, VANTH.S 


STILL, IT'S A GOOD IDEA TO KEEP A 
CLOSE EYE ON SUCH EVENTS. 


WE NEED YOU... 
GAD/ 
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THEN HURRY BACK HERE! | 
IT'S GETTING KIND 
OF THICK / 


GET YOUR HANDS OFF Hi 
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SO FAR AHEAD! Z 
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GOOD THINKING, 
YOU TWO HOLD THE 
CYBORGS AT BAY 
DOWN HERE WHILE 
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HE'S RIGHT, SYZ. IT'S GOING TO TAKE 
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I SAW THE CHAIR , MEZLO, 
AND OEDI SHOOT PAST THIS 
WINPOW A MOMENT AGO. 
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TO WHERE? WE SCANNED THIS 
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BELIEVE IT... 

IT CAN'T BE 
RUE 
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HERE, FOLKS. 
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THAT TWO OR MAYBE THREE 
HAVE TURNED INTO A 
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THEY'RE THE 
SAME READINGS 
WE GOT THE LAST 
TIME WE SCANNED 

SYZYGY. 


WHICH MEANS 
THE GROUP 


AT MAN. 


DREADS LETTER 


Dear Jim and Archie, 

| can hold it back no longer. 
The public has a right to know. 
Archie Goodwin may be bound 
and gagged and they've chained 
him to a chair. Won’t you please 
come to Chic...Sorry, the song 
really doesn’t fit does it (or does 
it)? 

I've just got to tell the world. 
May | have the envelope please? 
And-the traitor is... 

Well, | for one have had a bad 
feeling about the Doc ever since 
he showed up, but he’s too ob- 
vious a choice. Then again, you 
might just do that since he is so 
obvious. But, | have to play my 
hunches. So... 

The Traitor is... 

Not Oedi, Syzygy, or Willow. 
They all have too good reasons 
to hate the Instrumentality. So, 
who does that leave? Skeevo? 
No, | just couldn't believe it. 
Vanth? Be real. So, 

The Traitor is... 

These envelopes are really 
hard to open. Ah, there we go. 

The Traitor is... 

Rainbow! 

“Rainbow?” | hear you cry. 
Who else could it be? | don’t 
know why or how, but that’s my 
gut feeling. We know almost 
nothing about the little monk. 
(Are there any monks in the 
Church of the Instrumentality?) 
Rainbow is so overlooked it 
would be a perfect cover for 
Monalo. When Willow is asleep, 
he could have a free run of the 
ship and no one would think 

* twice. 

Well, that’s my theory. 

Robert Oswald 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 


Oh come on now, Robert. A 
girl’s best friend is her monk! Salt 
of the earth that Rainbow. Per- 
sonally, we've always figured 
him for the brains of the opera- 
tion anyway. But a traitor? Well, 
maybe... 


Dear Jim and Archie, 

Dreadstar #18 has finally got 
me to write. Not to congratulate 
you on being one of the better 
comics on the market since is- 
sue #1. Not for the interesting 
(though slow to develop) 
plotline. Not even on settling 
command of the Alliance by a 
chess game (though a game of 
go would have been more 
appropriate). 

No, it’s Tom Riley's letter on 
the apparent anti-Catholicism in 
Dreadstar. The problem, as | see 
it, is that all the points he faults 
you for what he thinks you are 
putting into Dreadstar are true, 
though not in the absolute as he 
states them. I'll tackle them 
point-by-point. 

1) Most people who maintain 
the truth of any system of 
thought without constantly re- 
examining the precepts and 
their application to current ac- 
tions and ideas are indeed fools. 
The current Lord High Papal can 
hardly be said to represent the 
best that the religion of the In- 
strumentality (whatever it is) has 
to offer. Tom's objections are not 
applicable here. 

2) It can be argued that all 
leaders manipulate their fol- 
lowers for their own ends. Any- 
one who blindly accepts au- 
thority will probably be manipu- 
lated, whether they know it or 
not. 

3) All bureaucracies will tend 
toward corruption. The larger 
the bureaucracy the more wide- 
spread and hard to root out 
the corruption will be. This ten- 
dency does extend to religious: 
hierarchies. eg: The Catholic 
Church in the 14th Century was 
very corrupt, and only the Prot- 
estant Reformation shocked 
them into reforming them- 
selves. 

4) Honest people will tend to 
leave a corrupt system. Maybe 
even join in the fight against it. 


5) The number of people 
killed in the name of God is 
enough to drive an intelligent 
person away from theocratic 
bureaucracies. 

6) Generally, the best and 
kindest people are the ones who 
refuse to let someone else do 
their thinking for them. 

All the points I’ve made here 
were made some two thousand 
years ago by a major historical 
figure known as Jesus. 

While the structure of the In- 
strumentality is clearly based on 
current Catholic structure, the 
religion doesn’t seem to be. You 
could easily have the same 
plotline with. the Monarchy in 
power and a few alterations in 
personnel. | don’t think Dread- 
star (or any comic | can think of 
offhand) is particularly anti- 
Catholic or anti-Semitic (even 
Moonshadow) or anti-anything. 
Most of them are pro-individu- 
ality (easier to do in comics) and 
pro-violent solution (more dra- 
matic in comics) and pro-status 
quo (since the comics have to be 
bought by people living in the 
‘real world’). 

David E. Romm 
Minneapolis, MN 


Actually, David, we're not sure 
Starlin could do a similar plotline 
to the current one, involving the 
Monarchy. Let’s face it. Both 
sides in the war were pretty 
evil...but the Church was evil 
and powerful, while the Mon- 
archy was evil and incompetent. 
That's why Vanth initially allied 
himself with the Monarchy, after 
all...they were easier to manipu- 
late toward peace...in spite of 
themselves. 


Dear Jim and Archie, 

| am writing in response to 
Tom Riley's letter, printed in the 
pages of Dreadstar #18. Frankly, | 
was shocked to see such an an- 
gry letter containing nothing but 


